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Toni Morrison (1931- ) can be regarded as one of the preeminent American 
writers. She has won herself many literary honors, including the National Book 
Critics Circle Award, the American Academy and Institute of Arts and Letters 
Award, the Pulitzer Prize, and the Robert F. Kennedy Award. In 1993, she was 
awarded Novel Prize for Literature and thus became the eleventh American, the 
eighth woman, and the first black woman to receive that great honor.  
Among all the works that have contributed to Morrison’s honors, her third 
novel Song of Solomon is a very important one, because in her own words, it was 
the first one that she wrote as a real writer.   
Due to the poetic language, the vividly portrayed characters, and the mythical 
themes, Song of Solomon has been popularly read and has received criticisms of all 
kinds, among which some are not well-intentioned or even can be viewed as 
vicious due to the double minor identities of the writer herself and the characters 
she has depicted in the novel. Therefore, the present thesis can be regarded as a 
tentative attempt to explore how black women suffer from their status of double 
minorities, as well as how they manage to resist and overcome this oppression and 
eventually achieve their victory. 
The thesis consists of four chapters plus an “Introduction” and a 
“Conclusion”. 
“Introduction” first provides some general information about Morrison’s 
personal life, her education, her teaching career, and her major works. Then it goes 
on to talk about Morrison’s Song of Solomon, its significance to Morrison and the 
critical response it has received. Finally, it presents an overall plan of the thesis 














black American women’s lives so that they can go directly to the root causes of 
racial and gender problems and also understand the essence of black feminism. 
Chapter One, “A Passage to Song of Solomon,” displays a clear picture of the 
novel through a description of what the novel is about and what its major 
characters especially Macon, Milkman, and Pilate, are like.  
Chapter Two, “Oppression” first reveals the oppression on black women in 
general, and then it goes specifically to the example of Toni Morrison’s experience 
as a black woman writer. Finally it goes to the examples in the novel and offers a 
picture of how black women suffer from both the sexual and racial oppression. 
Chapter Three, “Revolt” demonstrates with examples from the novel how 
black women resist the oppression. 
Chapter Four, “Victory” illustrates black women’s victory from two aspects: 
their victory for self-dignity and independence, and their victory as an inspirator 
and mentor to Milkman. 
“Conclusion” first summarizes the main points of this thesis and then goes on 
to argue that Song of Solomon also serves as an embodiment of Morrison’s concept 
of “best art” through her political theme of black women’s rise from oppression to 
victory, her skillful employment of the beautiful language, like metaphors and 
contrasts, and also through the use of the blues. 
The originality of this thesis lies in its reading the novel from the social and 
cultural aspects that concern with black women rather than from the thematic or 
artistic perspectives that many people have adopted. 
 
 

















一样优美的语言 栩栩如生的角色塑造 以及它神话般的主题 该小说被广
为传阅 并且也得到了各式各样的评论 然而其中有些是不怀好意的甚至是
恶毒的 部分原因是因为作家本人以及该作品中的大部分角色都属于弱小民
族 因此 本文的创新之处在于 立足于前人对该小说多重角度的研究 尝
试着从社会文化的角度去探讨黑人女性由于她们的双重弱小身份而受到的压
迫 以及她们如何成功地反抗这种压迫并取得胜利  
全文共分为四章 外加引言和结论  
首先 本文用一定的篇幅简要介绍了有关莫里森的背景知识如 她所受
的教育以及她创作的主要作品 重点放在 所罗门之歌 的创作 小说的主
要内容和人物 以及国内外关于该作品的研究动态 其次 论文揭示了黑人
女性们普遍受到的压迫 并以黑人女性作家莫里森的特别经历以及小说中的
具体例子加以阐释  
    其次 本文以小说中的具体例子生动地展示了黑人女性是如何抵制她们
所受到的双重压迫  
最终 本文描述了黑人妇女的胜利 与其它小说不同的是 这种胜利不
仅体现在小说中黑人女性的所赢得的独立和尊严 更为独特的是她们对男主
人公奶人的成功教导和启迪 最后奶人在对她们的逐渐认同 接受与尊敬中
完成了自己追溯传统 思考人生的探寻之旅  
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Toni Morrison was born Chloe Anthony Wofford on Feb. 18, 1931 in Lorain, 
Ohio. She is the daughter of a shipyard welder George Wofford and a religious 
woman Ramah who sang in the church choir. Before she was born, her family had 
moved from the South to Ohio (the north), in the hope that a relatively friendlier 
environment would be beneficial to both the physical and mental development of 
the children. Despite the move, however, the oral traditions of Southern blacks, 
such as telling-story and singing-blues were still omnipresent in Wofford 
household.  
After graduating from high school with honors in 1949, Morrison went to 
Howard, a university in Washington D.C., where she majored in English, and “was 
actively involved in theatre arts through the Howard University Players.” 1 In 1953 
she graduated from Howard with a B.A. in English and a new name Toni Wofford 
(Toni being a shortened version of her middle name). In 1955 she got her M.A. in 
English from Cornell where she wrote her master’s thesis on the works of Virginia 
Woolf and William Faulkner. Also in 1955 she began her teaching career at Texas 
Southern University. In 1957 she left Texas Southern for Howard University as an 
English instructor. It is in Howard University that she met and married her 
husband Harold Morrison (a Jamaican architect) and also began her own writing. 
After her divorce with Harold Morrison in 1964, Morrison moved to Syracuse, 
New York to become an editor for Random House. Raising her two sons Harold 
Ford and Slade Kevin alone, she continued working and writing. 
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Now Morrison has become an extremely successful African American 
woman writer and her literary career has been marked with many honors, which 
include the National Book Critics Circle Award in 1977 for Song of Solomon, the 
Distinguished Writer Award from the American Academy of Arts and Letters in 
1978, the Pulitzer Prize in 1987 for Beloved, the 1999 National Book Foundation 
Medal for Distinguished Contribution to American Letters, the Pearl Buck Award 
(1994), the title of Commander of the Order of Arts and Letters (Paris 1994), and 
in 1993 she was awarded the Novel Prize for Literature for the whole body of her 
works and thus became the eleventh American, the eighth woman, and the first 
black woman to receive that great honor.     
Among all the works she has produced, however, Morrison’s reputation has 
been mostly built upon the first seven novels, namely, The Bluest Eye (1970), Sula 
(1973), Song of Solomon (1977), Tar Baby (1981), Beloved (1987), Jazz (1992), 
and Paradise (1998). According to Duvall, these works can be read in two distinct 
phases: phase one runs from her first novel, The Bluest Eye, through Sula and Song 
of Solomon, and culminates in Tar Baby; phase two consists of her historical 
trilogy including Beloved, Jazz, and Paradise. (l 8) 
In general, Morrison’s works have been enthusiastically read and appreciated 
by critics and her fellow writers as well as by common readers. She is known as a 
gifted storyteller noted for her examination of African American experience, 
particularly that of women,2 and the volume of critical and popular acclaim arisen 
around her works is “virtually unparalleled in modern letters”.3 Take her third 
novel Song of Solomon for example, ever since its first publication in 1977, a vast 
                                                        
2 In many of her works, Morrison uses women rather than men as her protagonist, and accordingly the lives of 
women characters in her novels become one of her important themes. For more information, refer to the 
website http://www.britannica.com/ebc/article?eu=397950. 
















number of criticisms have evolved around it.  
Song of Solomon is the third novel for Morrison, however, it is the first one 
that established her position as a real writer (“Faulkner” 301), the one she claimed 
as her “absolute triumph.” (Pepsi 50) It is, according to Sacred Fire, Toni 
Morrison’s masterpiece and is in the top echelon of literary works produced by any 
American writer. 4 It is the first novel by a black writer to become “a 
Book-of-the-Month-Club selection since Richard Wright’s Native Son was 
published in 1940,” (Duvall 97) and in 1977 it won the prestigious National Book 
Critics Circle Award. 
Ever since its first publication in 1977, Song of Solomon has attracted critical 
attention from people all over the world. For example, Samantha Earl focuses on 
the flying myth of the novel by comparing it with a famous Greek myth, 5 while 
Rigney concentrates on the question of identity for some of the characters 
including Hagar, Milkman and Pilate; (Rigney 1991) Miss Zeng sees it as a 
modern myth built upon the Great mythologies of Odessey and Orpheus, together 
with a monomyth; (Zeng 131-135) while Miss Zhang treats it mainly as a story of 
three searches: One is for the real name, the other for the cultural tradition, and the 
last for humanity; (Zhang 27-29) and Miss Wu views it as Morrison’s greatest 
effort to rebuild black national spirit while trying to find a way out for her race. 
(Wu 79-87) Besides, Song of Solomon has also been read in many other ways:  
It has been interpreted as a novel of flights since it begins with the lonely 
Insurance Agent’s suicidal flight and ends in Milkman’s leap from “Solomon’s 
Leap” into the “killing arms of his brother.” (Morrison 337) It has been viewed 
                                                        
4Sacred Fire highly praises Morrison’s literary gift in his “Review of Song of Solomon”, 
http://aalbc.com/books/songof.htm, 2003-12-21 
5 A critical essay “The Icarus Myth in Toni Morrison’s Song of Solomon” by Samantha Earl (Class of ‘97) for 














The Song of Black Women from Oppression to Victory —On Toni Morrison’s Song of Solomon 
 4 
as a great work of names since there are various kinds of them, such as the biblical 
names, the place names, names that have meanings, and also there is Pilate who 
wears her name from Age 11 till the day she dies.  It has been taken as “a 
trauma of racial injustice”, in which Macon is seen excessive in his accumulation 
of property after being seriously mentally affected by his early witness of his 
father being shot dead by some ruthless white men. Furthermore, Morrison’s 
concern as to how to deal with this racial injustice has also been explored. The 
novel, as is clearly seen, depicts people’s different ways of retaliation against the 
racial injustice: first, there is a group of secret avengers called “the Seven Days” 
who vows to avenge the white atrocities with an eye-for-eye strategy in order to 
balance the numbers and “keep the ratio the same;” (155) next, there is Pilate’s 
rejection of everything modern in her house so as to avoid having anything to do 
with the whites; and there is also Reverend Cooper’s seeking help from God 
“Things work out, son. The ways of God are mysterious, but if you live it out, you 
see that it always works out. Nothing they stole or killed for did’em a bit a good. 
Not one bit;” (232) finally there is old Circe, the witch-like woman, who, after her 
last mistress died, raises some dogs to destroy the house that her white masters 
have extremely treasured.  
In this thesis, I try to combine the novel with Morrison’s own living 
experience as a black woman, and read Song of Solomon accordingly as a political 
novel, a novel that not only reveals the oppression on black women, but also 
illustrates their rise from oppression to final victory. 
The present thesis is just a tentative, however sympathetic, interpretation of 
Morrison’s Song of Solomon based on my close reading of the novel itself and also 
some information about Morrison’s life as a black woman writer. Being a black 















racist culture,”6 for her double identities have given her access to a range of 
emotions and perceptions that are unavailable to people who are neither.7 
Therefore, with the exploration of American black women’s lives in Song of 
Solomon, I hope that people’s understanding of black women’s lives in America 
will be enhanced so as to understand deeper the racial and sexual problems 
existing even in current American society. 
The present thesis consists of four chapters plus an “Introduction” and a 
“Conclusion”. 
“Introduction” serves as a guide that leads the readers to Morrison’s life, 
including her education, her teaching, and her major works. Besides, it also 
touches on the important role Song of Solomon has played in Morrison’s literary 
life.  
Chapter One “A Passage to Song of Solomon” explores the novel from the 
point of Milkman, the first male protagonist Morrison has ever created. Besides, it 
also provides some rough information about the characters while concentrating on 
the description of the three most important ones, namely Macon, Milkman and 
Pilate. The purpose of this chapter is to display a clear picture of the story together 
with its characters. 
Chapter Two “Oppression” begins with the specific experiences African 
American women have gone through in a society where “blackness” and 
“femaleness” are considered as nothing but inferior traits. And then it goes on to 
take Toni Morrison, the black American woman writer, as a special example, to 
see how her double identities have affected her life, especially her literary career. 
Finally, it probes into Morrison’s Song of Solomon, and offers a detailed but 
                                                        
6 This quotation is from a short passage titled “Toni Morrison” in http://www.kirjasto.sci.fi/tmorris.html, 
2004-01-29. 
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respective description of the racial and gender oppression women characters in the 
novel have experienced. 
Chapter Three “Revolt” illustrates with examples from the novel how black 
women resist or retaliate against the gender and racial oppression. 
Chapter Four “Victory” shows black women’s victory from their successful 
achievement and maintenance of self-dignity and independence in a sexist and 
racist society, and also from their successful inspiration and mentorship to 
Milkman.  
“Conclusion” first summarizes the main points in the novel, then it further 
explores Morrison’s concept of “best art” with examples that show both the 
political significance and beautiful language of the novel, finally it concludes that 
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Chapter One  A Passage to Song of Solomon 
 
. The Story of Song of Solomon 
Song of Solomon is the third novel of Morrison. It is, however, the one that 
she claimed as her “absolute triumph,” and also the one that brought her “critical 
and commercial success”1 and national attention. 
Song of Solomon can be divided into two parts. The first part is a general 
personal account of Macon Dead , later known as Milkman, a name called 
because his mother has nursed him well past the appropriate age. The novel opens 
with a striking scene where Robert Smith, the lonely insurance man who “was 
heavily associated with illness and death,” (8) was seen to poise himself in a pair 
of blue silk wings, and attempt his suicidal flight with the company of flinging 
rose petals and a blues song called “Sugarman”. The next day, Milkman was born 
in No Mercy Hospital, thus he became the first black admitted inside its wards 
rather than on its steps.  
Milkman grew up in a big, however, prison-like and lifeless house, where he 
lived with his family members: His sisters Lena and Corinthians spent most of 
their time making artificial roses for the Gerhardt’s Department Store; his mother 
Ruth was believed to have dirty relationship with her father; and his father Macon 
Dead did not know how to sit and talk to him but how to command him.  
At the age of 12, Milkman got acquainted with Guitar who later became one 
of the secret black avengers called the Seven Days. With his company, Milkman 
went for the first time to the wine house where he met his mysterious aunt who 
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delivered herself at birth and thus was born without a navel, and also he saw and 
fell in love with his sister cousin Hagar, who was five years his senior. 
After several years’ on-and-off relationship with Hagar, however, Milkman 
began to feel tired of keeping it. Considering Hagar as “the third beer”, neither the 
first that the throat received with tearful gratitude, nor the second that “confirmed 
and extended the pleasure of the first,” (91) Milkman called off the relationship by 
writing her a thank-you letter with a nice piece of money enclosed as his 
Christmas gift to her. That thank-you letter drew the love-blind Hagar crazy and 
for six months she had been searching to kill him. Finally she met Milkman at 
Guitar’s place, but once again, she failed the killing because she herself was the 
one who “wanted him alive more than anybody.” (136) 
The second part of the novel can be taken as a story of searches, for it begins 
with Milkman’s search for the cache of gold that Macon and Pilate were believed 
to have left in a cave in Danville, and ends with his recovery of the family’s 
treasure instead in the form of a lost past, a lost myth, and a lost name, which also 
means identity. 
During one of his visits to the wine house, Milkman’s head was hit by a green 
bag, which Pilate considered as her “inheritance”. When Milkman accidentally 
mentioned this to his father, like “an old dog drops a shoe when he smells raw 
meant,” (16) Macon’s interest was greatly aroused and he began to help his son 
scheme the theft. In order to make his adventure more interesting and enjoyable, 
Milkman invited Guitar to join him. At that time, Guitar happened to be terribly in 
need of some money to buy the necessary weapons so as to avenge the four little 
colored girls who had been blown out of a church. Therefore, when he heard that 
some gold was involved, he eagerly participated in the theft. After they 
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